Ruth: Three Funerals and a Wedding

Week 1. A Preview of the Book of Ruth

The Author:

Ruth?

Samuel?

. 4

What we do know about the author:

The Setting of the Story in History:

¢ "In the days when the judges ruled" (1:1)

e A time of famine (Ruth 1:1; Judges 6:1-6)

Four Characters:

Four Scenes:

¢ In the Land of Moab: Heartbreak (Ch. 1)
e In the Fields of Boaz: Harvest (Ch. 2)
e On the Threshing Floor of Boaz: Hope (Ch. 3)

¢ In the Public Square in Bethlehem Happiness (Ch.

4)

Four Unusual Customs:

e The Practice of Gleaning (2:2)

e The Kinsman-Redeemer "Goel" (2:20)
e The Spreading of the Garment (3:7-9)
e The Sandal Contract (4:7-8)

The Purpose of the Book:

e To present an important link in the story of the

e To encourage Israel to accept

e To illustrate

(Isa. 56:1-8).

Themes to Watch For:
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